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GENDER & INDUSTRY 
OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES

This chart shows the top six industries for the Toronto workforce with employment by gender for 1921 and 2021. The 
immediately apparent difference is in the composition of employment by gender. In 1921, the top six industries and total 
workforce were dominated by men who generally comprised two-thirds to three-quarters of the workforce. By 2021, 
women were nearly half of the total workforce and were more than half of the workforce in each of the top six industries 
except the Trades where nine-in-ten workers are men.

1. Manufacturing

3. Trade
4. Transportation

3. Trades

6. Manufacturing



2

1. Piva, Michael J. “The condition of the working class in Toronto, 1900-1921.” University of Ottawa Press. 1979. https://archive.org/details/conditionofworki0000piva/page/10/mode/2up
2. Bloomfield, A. Victoria, and Richard Harris. “The Journey to Work: A Historical Methodology.” Historical Methods, vol. 30, no. 2, 1997, pp. 97–109, https://doi.org/10.1080/01615449709601178.
3. Willis, John. “From Order to Delivery: Processing Orders in the Mail-Order Industry.” Canadian History Museum - Before e-Commerce, VirtualMuseum.ca, https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/cpm/catalog/cat2501e.html.
4. “Largest Employers in Toronto Area.”  https://profitworks.ca/small-business-sales-and-marketing-resources/blog/other-blog-articles/577-largest-employers-in-toronto-area-mississauga-brampton-hamilton-oakville-scarborough-markham.htmlS

REFERENCES

THE FIVE LARGEST PRIVATE 
EMPLOYERS IN TORONTO

This chart lists the top employers and number of employees in Toronto in 1921 and 2021. While not surprising that 

single employer dominates.
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These dollar amounts re�ect what the 
annual salaries of the occupations 
listed on the chart in 1921 would be 
valued at in 2021 based on the Bank 
of Canada In�ation Calculator. 1
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AVERAGE SALARY  
BY OCCUPATION

ten select occupations in Toronto in 1921 and 2021. The 

adjusted salary.

Teachers, Lawyers and Physicians comprised the top 

separation from the higher wage jobs.

wage by gender between 1921 and 2021. While in 2021 the 

between men and women, the difference is not a great as 

women became much smaller by 2021, except for Retail 

these occupations.
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
1921, 1971 AND 2021

among the population for 1921, 1971 and 2021. 1971 was 

In 1921 only about 5% of the population had completed 
post-secondary education. That rose to 12% by 1971 and 
to 62% by 2021.

In 1921 about 16% of the population had completed high 
school. That rose to about 27% by 1971 and fell to about 

dramatic increase in the share of the population with post-
secondary education in 2021.

school diploma. It was still at 61% in 1971 but fell to just 
17% in 2021.
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